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RESUMO: Estratégias de sobrevivéncia das espécies de ampullarridae (Mollusca, Gastropoda) du-
rante mudangas das condigies ambientals extremas do ciclo aazonal sob o clima tropical dmido-e-
seco. Os estudos dos caramujos ampularideos Pomacea lineata (Spix, 1927), P. scalaris (4’ Orbigny,
1846) e Marisa planogyra Pilsbry, 1933 no laboratério e no campo mostraram que eles t8m capacidades
incomuns para resistir s vérias condigdes ad versas durante o perfodo anual de secano Pantanal de Peconé,
Mato Grosso. Eles sobrevivem apesar do desaparecimento dos corpos d’ 4gua e das mudangas das condi-
¢des fisicas e quimicas extremas na digua. As adaptagdes incluem odesenvolvimento de ambas bringuias
¢ pulmdes, um opérculo para proteger o caracol durante os perfodos dos vérios meses de seca e uma taxa
de reproducBo muito alta. Os estudos no eampo demostraram que os caramujos podem fazer a postura
dos ovos pouco tempo depois do infcio da chuva, ap6s um longe perfodo de seca. Durante a cheia, 8
reproducho € intensa. Os caramujos siio importantes ftens alimentares de espécies de vérios grupos de
animais como: insetos, aves ¢ lagartos. As espécies necessitam de taxas de crescimento ¢ reproducio
altas para compensar a taxa de mortalidade, causada pela seca e predacfo que os ampularfdeos sofrem,
demonstrando, dessa forma, as dindmicas das popula¢bes um exemplo de estratégiar.
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ABASTRACT: Survival strategies of Ampulariid species during extreme seasonal changes in the
environmental conditions caused by the tropical wet-and-dry climate. Field and iaboratory studies
of the ampulariid snails, Pomacea lineata (Spix, 1927), P. scalaris (d' Orbigny, 1846), and Marisa
planogyra Pilsbry, 1933, have demonstrated their unusual abilities to resist various adverse conditions
during the dry season in the Pantana! of Poconé, Mato Grosso. They are able to survive the complete
disappcarance of the water bodies they inhabit, as well as the extreme changes in the physical and
chemical properties of the water itself. Their adaptations include the development of both gills and
lungs, an opercuium that protects them during dry periods lasting as long as several months, and a very
high rate of reproduction. The field studies showed that the snails are able to deposit their eggs a very
short time after the beginning of the rainy season in spite of the long period of dryness. During the high
water period, reproduction is intense, The snails are very important itéms in the diets of many animals
belonging to different groups, including insects, birds, and lizards. The snails require a very high rates
of growth and reproduction to compensate for high rates of mortality due to the dryness and predation.
Their population dynamics exemplify then r-strategy.
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