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RESUMO

Este estudo apresenta uma andlise dos principais fatores que estdo
provocando alteragtes ambientais no Pantanal e nos rios associados. A
agricultura intensiva, as pastagens cultivadas, a agroindistria e os efluen-
tes urbanos concentrados no planalto constituem-se nas atividades de
maior impacto e que tém gerado contaminagdo do sistema por agrotoxi-
cos & metais pesados, incremento no aporte de sedimentos e poluigdo
orgdnica. As obras hidrdulicas s8o, também, fatores de alteracdo am-
biental, especialmente no Pantanal, pois, em geral, ndo contemplam &s
potencialidades produtivas baseadas no aproveitamento sustentado dos
recursos naturais em suas avaliagtes de custo/beneficios. A sazonalidade
climdtica definida e os pulsos de inundacdo condicionam parte das ativi-
dades produtivas e, ao mesmo tempo, interagem com os res(duos gera-
dos, potencializando ou minimizando seus efeitos. A ocorréncia de
perfodos plurianuais de cheia e de seca, dependendo da intensidade e
da duracdo, interfere na utilizagdo dos recursos naturais e nos efeitos
decarrentes das atividades impactantes.

ABSTRACT

The principal factors that cause environmental alterations in the
Pantanal and associated rivers of the upper Paraguay river basin are
analysed in this paper. Intensive agriculture, cultivated pastures, mining,
agroindustry and urban effluents, which are concentrated in upland
areas adjacent to the Pantanal, are the principle causes of environmental
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contamination in the form of agrotoxins and heavy metals, increased
erosion and sediment transport, and organic pollution with high oxygen
demand. Hydraulic projects constitute another form of environmental
modification that is especially important in the Pantanal. Such projects
are generally short-term solutions to development problems that may
ignore the long-term, sustainable use of natural resources. The marked
climatic seasonality throughout the basin and the seasonal inundation
of the Pantanal regulate productive activities and, at the same time,
interact with the wastes generated by those same activities, increasing
or minimizing their environmental effects. The cccurrence of multivear
periods of flooding or drought, depending on their intensity and
duration, interferes with the exploitation of natural resources and
affects the negative impacts of antropogenic activities.



