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ARE THERE TROPICOPOLITAN MACROTHRICID CLADOCERA?

FREY, D.6."

RESUMO - EXISTEM CLADDOCEROS MACROTRICIDEDS TROPICOPOLITAS?

Dois cladéceros macrotricideos, Gueanelfa raphaefis
descrita na Africa Ocidental Francesa e Theringufa pawlensis
descrita na regifio de Sdc Paulo (Brasil), apareceram no sul
da Flérida (Everglades). As tentativas para determinar se
‘estas espécies sdo as mesmas que as das populagdes-tipo, ou
se sdo as mesmas de outros continentes (levando atualmente
og mesmoa nomes) sdo frustadas devido & caréncia de machos
e fémeas efipiais nas colegdes. Para Gueanella a distribui-
gic de freqiifnclia de tamanho mostra uma considerivel dife-
renga entre a populagdo-tipo e agquelas de Sri Lanka e Ever-
glades. Andlises em microscSpioc de varredura (SEM) também
sugerem gue hi diferengas entre as populagGes, embora estas
diferengas nioc possam ser definidas tdc detalhadamente quan
to necessfirlc. Minha sugestdo, baseado am estudos 8imilares,
& que os grupos s2c diferentes ac nivel de espécie., Para
Theringula, pouco pode ser dito pois a deficiinela em fa-
meas & grande. O que &€ necessfrio para os grupos discutidos
acima e para Cladocera em geral gquando populagBes cognatas
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séo comparadas, @& uma amostragem malor, nos diferentes lo-
caie de ocorréncia, contendo fémeas efiplais, eflpios e ma-
chos nos diferentes estdgios de desenvolvimento.

ABSTRACT - ARE THERE TROPICOPOLITAN MACROTHRICID CLADOCERA?

Two macrothricid cladocerans, Guernefla raphoefis
described from French West Africa and Theadngufa paufendis
described from tha Sac Paulo region of Brazil, have turned
up in the Everglades in southern Florida. Attempte to determine
if they are the same species as the type populations, or as
those from other continents presently bearing the same namss,
are thwarted by the general lack or scarcity of males and
ephippial females in the collections, For Gueaneffa thea
size-fregquency distributions show congiderable diffarences
between the type population and those from Sri Lanka and the
BEverglades. Scanning electron microscopy photographse also
suggest that there are differences between the populations,
although these cannot yet be defined narrowly enough. My
guess, based on similar studies of chydorid cognates, ie
that the taxa are different at the species level. For
Theaingufa little can be sald, as males are completely lacking.
What ie needed for both taxa, and for Cladocera in general
when cognate populations are belng compared, are large
samples from the various localities, each containing ephippial
females, ephippia, and all instars of males.



