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RESUMO: Distribuigio vertical da meiofauna, nas estagdes de Inverno e wverko, no estudrio de
TramandalArmazém, RS, Brasll. A distribuicéo vertical da meiofauna, no estudrio Tramandai-Armazém,
localizado no litoral norte do Rio Grande do Sul, foi analisada emn Jjunho de 1999 (invemo) e fevereiro de
2000 (verao). Foram escolhidas 5 unidades de hébitat para a amostragem, que diferem quanto a
granulometria do sedimento, salinidade e presenca de vegetagio, Parm a andlise da meiofauna, em cada
unidade de hdbitat, com um corer de 2,7cm de didmetro, foram amostrados 3 pontos, cada qual compos-
to por 3 réplicas seccionadas em estratos de G-2cm e 2-5cm. Pardmetros ambientais, tals como
granulometria e matéria orgénica também foram analisados. Sels grupos taxondmicos pertencentes 3
meiofauna permanente foram encontrados: Nematocka, Copepoda, Ostracoda, Turbellaria, Acari, Tardigrada
€ larvas de Crustacea no estégio nduplio, além de organismos pertencentes a meiofauna temporaria.
Nematoda fol 0 grupo mais representativo do total da fauna. Evidenciouse que os organismos estiveram
concentrados no estrato superior do sedimento, na laguna Armazém e no Canal de ligac&o com o Ocea-
no Atlntico, em junho de 1899 (invemo) e em fevereiro de 2000 (veréo). Este mesmo resultado foi encon-
trado na laguna Tramandai, mas somente no verao. Nesta laguna, no Invemo, a distribuicao dos organis-
mos fol mais homogénea nos 5cm analisados, ndo ocorrendo diferenca significativa entre as densidades
médias torals, nos dois estratos.
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ABSTRACT: Vertical distribution of the melofauna, In the winter and summer stations, in the
estuary of Tramandafl-Armazém, RS, Brazll .This work was performed In June 1999 {winten) and February
2000 (summer) In the estuary of Tramandai-Armazém lagoons, situated In the northern coast from Rio
Grande do Sul State. This estuary is characterized by different habitats units in termns of salinity, presence
of macrophytes and percentage of sand, and siit, and clay. The aim of this study was to characterize the
vertical distribution of the meiofauna In five habitat’s units. The bottom samples were taken in 3 sampling
sites, with 3 replicas, using a PVC corer (¢ 2.7cm). The sediment was sectioned into slides of 0-2cmand 2-
5cm. Quantitative analysis of the melofauna was performed. Organic matter and percentage of sand, and
sit and clay were also determined. We found organisms of the permrnanent melofauna, distributed into six
groups: Nematada, Copepoda, Ostracoda, Turbellaria, Acar and larvae of crustacean {nauplius stages),
and temporary meiofauna. Nematoda was the most representative group of the total benthic fauna. In
AmmzxémlagmnammmecamecumdaannelbemeenmlslagomandMLanﬁcOcean. the great number
of organisms ocurred in the upper layer (0-2cm) of sediment in June 1999 {(winter) and February 2000
(summer) The same results were found in Tramandai lagoon, but only in summer. In June (winter) the
vertical distribution of meiofauna was similar In the Scm of sediment analyzed, and we found significative
no difference between the total densities in the both layers {0-2 and 2-5cm).
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