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ABSTRACT: Adaptation of the “BMWP” method for water quality evaluation
to Rio das Velhas Watershed (Minas Gerais, Brazil). It is presented a new score
ponctuation with the support of hydrobiological data sampled in the years of 85, 86, 87, 91
and 1992 for Biological Monitoring Working Party Score System, ( UK National Water
Council ) the communities of benthic macro-invertebrate taxonomic familia in the higuest
of Rio das Velhas Watershed. This regional oriented version of “BMWP” for the waters of
Rio das Velhas granted the possibility of scores determination as refered to the frequency
distribuition of occurrences of the various familia according tho the different water saprobic
condition levels as reported to the physical-chemical characteristics. The 1992 data about
the biomonitoring and the water quatity classification of the studied watershed, were showed
in cartografic maps.
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RESUMO: Adaptagio do método “BMWP? para avaliagio de qualidade de dgua
da bacia do rio das Velhas (Minas Gerais, Brasil). O trabalho apresenta uma adap-
tacio regional da metodologia do BMWP “Biological Monitoring Working Party Score
System” (UK Nacional Water Council), com base numa série histérica de dados coletados
em 85, 86,87, 91 ¢ 1992 na Bacia do Alto Rio das Velhas, que relacionou as caracteristicas
fisico-quimicas da agua, quanto ao seu teor de carga organica e a frequéncia de ocorréncia
dos organismos macroinvertebrados da comunidade benténica, para determinagdo da
valéncia saprobiética dos mesmos. Considerando as novas valéncias saprobiéticas (scores)
estabelecidas para as familias da referida bacia, foi avaliada a qualidade da dgua com base
nos dados de 1992, através de representagio cartografica.
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